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rent, it dida't matter - vou
could pay by using art,
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The botel at 9 Fwe Gitbe-Corur in tbe
Latin (uearter was ot the fanciest in
Paris. In fact it was one of the very
worst. Located in a neighbourhood
of luandries, Chiness restaurants
and Frame makers, s hedels raling
puat it anvong the most basic lodgings
availah thy city - s basic, in fact,
thal fior musch of ils wxivienes the lotel
itk it e B & aasnee,

BEed linen was changed only omce s
meonth and the hoteld hsd & s5n thi,
shared betvween its 42 rooms, wiich
had ta e bookied in advance and the
ot waber paid for e top of the
meonthly remt, which was $30.

And yet, throughoat the 19508 and
0 the fleapit became a gathering,
point for members of the Best
Gueneration. Escaping an obscemity
trial for Fowd, Allen Ginsberg stayed at
‘the hotel, ax did William Durroughs,
who finished Naked Lunch with the
help of Jack Keromac while drinking a1
the demnstairs bar. Burroughs enbered
the: sahit of paister Brion Gysin, using
hiks technigque of cutting up and
reassembling artworks to recomstruct
the texts of The Soft Machine and The
Tickat That Lxploded, As Ginsberg
warked an Kaddih, Gregoey Corso - fn
the astic oam - compleced RBomb, o
ot im the shape of o mushrooms
clousd. It was & tmse of extraordinary

creativity, often stcompanked by
drag-taking.

Artists, posts and straggliens moved
iny all of them welcomed by landiady
Madanss Rachou. She encounsged
il i decorais ihele rocens, which
artists fousnd appealing. I tenants
were unable to pay their rent, she
would happily take a painting or
maARusCTIpE u of money. The
place attracted 56 many antists that it
soon earned a ndckname - Thi Beat
Hatel - and a local magazine reported
i s e “imspossilie Lo get inle
umhiss vou kednw the key people, say
the right things, carry a canvas under
EuE AP

Dree who stayed throughoust the
15508 and 60s was English
photograpier Harold Chaprman, whsa
had been photegraphing Losdos
weddiings befo
search of more
subject matier.
nmmber of phitographs of the hotcl
and fis inhabéiants, living there om
and off for over a decade.

Brought up in Ireal, in Kest,
Chapman had littde education, asd in
his e words, “ran sway from every
schond | ever weat to” Az for his cmft,
he aald: =1 studied photogniphy just by
dolng it™

He becamse kmown for his portraits
of 1960s Lonsdon, but particularly for
his imsages of the Beat Hotel and its
imhabitants, serme of which are shown
beere. The Hotel closed its doors in
1963 and Madsme Rachou retined,
Chapman was the hobellls final
remaining guest. He died last Augest
at the age af 95,
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Sainte-Chapetle
chuch, #was nauch
sought after forits




Rachou [Back)
‘with Biritiah farilian
dhegray Poter
Goiding on the
hamnonkc and
Beitigh petist Rebin

Page playng puitar;
artis Wilkam Guthrie




